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Welcome from the Center

Sept. 15-Oct. 15 is National Hispanic Month. On Sept. 12th, we bid farewell to ]

Director, Mrs. Aretha Jone€ook. We wish Mrs. Cook luck and best wishes in Spec.fﬂf Dﬂys for the Mﬂntﬂ'
new job at the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. She embarks on yet an
challenge of setting up a highly effective Diversity Center for students. We have

HCDC grav immensely in the last four and a half years that she worked at MSU, September 2007
brought in very high profile public speakers which not only enriched the stu
knowledge but that of staff, faculty and the larger Starkville community as well.

also securedxéernal funding for the National Youth Sports Program. She impleme
the Native and Hispanic American student organizatiasswell as assisted i
implementing the International Student Council. She facilitated many dive

workshops and training sesas for students that addressed diversity support =
initiatives at MSU. We thank her for providing us her visionary leadership. This iss %l :;I‘ 5 %l .\I"
dedicated to her. Ms. Maria White has taken over as Interim Director. Feel free tg 4
by at the Center and meMs. White. 9 15
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Farewell Mrs. Aretha Jones - Cook

13.;1? 1 |19 |z0 24“23;
|24 |35 |26 2?¢0| .:

FaII Cultural Trip to Memphis 33"

My name is Elvira. I 6m from Russi a.
under the Eurasian Undergraduate Exc
that | came he because | have an opportunity to meet a lot of new interesting pd | Sept. 1Uzbekistan IndependenceDay
see a lot of wonderful places and get very valuable knowledge! | had a ¢hayeteall Sept. 2 VietnamindependenceDay
these things at theame time during the trip to Memphis, Tennessee that was orgal ’
by Holmes Cultural Diversity Center. We were there for one day but it seemed lik|| S€pt. 3 QatarindependenceDay
spent one week. Our fun started when| Sept. 6 SwazilandndependenceDay
students from France, Germany, Canada, Turkey, Bangladesh, Jordan, Repu|| Sept. 7 BrazillndependenceDay
Korea, India, taly, Nepal, China, Peru, Tanzania, Ghana, and the USA and then ¢ Sept. 8 Indian Student Association
our two International shuttleThe first place we saw was a very luxurious hotel T| ’

Peabody. Then we went to National Civil Rights Museura.lMéd it very much! We welcome party(Udbhav, 2007)

heard thehistory of Civil War and struggt for freedom; we saw a lot of moviabout || Sept 9 Memphiscultural trip

that time. Such words | i Rder efaomop oarrteu nf| Sept. 9 Tajikistan IndependenceDay

with thename of Martin Luther King.Actually many thoughts expressed in thiate Sept.137 October 12Ramadan

are stillvery vi al . filsf ntohesnte uggl e there is ) .

the motto of many people who know that in order to be a success you have to Sept. 13 Muslim Studen
overcome some obstacles. | liked thissewm very much because it made think. fast-a-thon

Our world is still notvery peaeful, but | have a dream that it becomes better! Be | Sept. 15 NicaragudndependenceDay

str eet éHis Prestey...Adt of music! It was so great to see that stredté ;

took so many picihgetes t tdred tibaflotrnegaytdtt el Sept. 15 COSt.a RlcemdependenceDay
impossible!l want to thank Shaz Akram and all étaf Holmes Cultural Diversity|| S€pt. 16 Mexico Indegndene Day
Center for that trip! It wasnét | us]|| Sept. 16 Papua New Guinea Indeay

chance to learn merand find so many interestingeople! People who became m Sept. 21 Armenialndependence Day
friends. What more @ | need?!Contributed by Elvira Gayfullina. To join the Russiq Sept. 21 Belizdndependence
Student Association email Elvira at erg65@msstate.edu Segt. 21 Malta Inderr)Jendence

Sept. 22 Malilndependence

Sept. 22 Bulgarialndependence Day

Sept.27 Hispanic Awareness montHilm:
6Mover o

Sept. 28 Discriminatian in Housing
Presentationby Kathleen Gasparian

Sept. 30 Botswana IndpendenceDay




UDBHAV

Indian Student Association: o 07

Thel ndi an Student Association orgah0zdg
on September 8 in the Lee Hall auditorium from 6 PM to 11 PM. The event m
focused on new Indian students that came in fall 2007 arelayaopportunity for them
to exhibit their hidden talents. The event was a huge success with an attendance
members, which not only included Indians but also internationals and American
served Indian food for every body, and Bill Kibler addressed the function as a gue
speaker. The event included programs like Indian dances, Singing, Instrumental
and fashion shows. The performers mesmerized the audience with their awg
performances. We also organized a game show for all the ndenssuand gifts were
presented to the winners. Theian medley dance performég two African American

students, Kendrick and Jamey (graduates ftbm Mathematics [2partment) along
with two Indian students Phani and Perrteeted outto be the highlighof the entire
event. The event ended with a DJ paggdeverybody dancing to Indian and weste
music. This event was a great indicator of the Indian Student Association spici
MSU with their diverse activitieontributed by Phani Krishna Karnati

Annual MSU Muslim Student Association

Fast -a-Thon

The Muslim Student Association had their annual Fa$hon on Sept. 13 at the
Palmeiro Center. It was a huge success with almost 200 people attending the
program. The association raised $600tfe Boys and Girls Club in Starkville. Dr. Bil
Kibler, Vice President of Student Affairs gave opening remarks, referencing
influence of great men like Ghandi, Muhammad (PBUH), and Martin Luther King
mankind. He stressed the importance of beingcathtruthful, and just particularly in
uniting different faiths. The advisor of MSA Dr. Sullivan gave a presentation
Ramadan. Arif Qayyum the president of MSA stated that theafdsin always
managed to draw and unite all the diverse students onusariany people from the
Starkville community had cooked various ethnic foods for the occasion. Ever|
broke fast at 7: 05 pm with dates and grapes after the call to prayer was mad
president of the local Boys and Girls Club Chapter Mr. Mike Kassaidf he was very,
happy with the money that was raised and said it would go a long way to help
causeContributed by Arif Qayyum

m Brazil

Brazil is the largest anghost populous countiip Latin America and thdifth largest in
the world in both areand population The Brazilian population tends to concentrg
along the coastline in large urban centers. While Brazil has one of the Ig
populations in the worldpopulation densitys low and the inner continental land hg
large areas of low population. It is raultiracial country composed oEuropean

Amerindian African andAsian elements. The official languageP®rtugueseand it is

the onlyPortuguesepeakimg country in the AmericagCatholicismis the predominant
religion, thoughProtestantommunities have experienced significant growth in the |
decades. Brazil has the largé&&tman Catholigopulation in the world. Brazil has 4
diversified middleincome economy with wide variations in development levels, W
mature manufacturing, mining and agriculture sectors. Technology and service
play an impatant role in the economy, and are growing rapidly. Brazilneteexporter
having gone throughree tradeand privatization reforms in the 1990s. Brazi

economy outweighs that of anther South American country. (Wikipedia)

Events and Announcements

Udbhav i 07: Sept. 8, 2007 at Lee Hall Auditorium 6:00
11:00 pm. The Indian Student Association present their F
welcome party. Dinner and Cultural show event. The gy
speaker will be Dr. Bill Kibler (VP of Student Affairs).

Fast-a-thon: Sept. 13, 2007 at Palmeiro Center, Griffis
Hall 6:30 i 8:30 pm. The Muslim Student Associatior]
present their annual faatthon dinner (breaking of fast
followed by a presentation. The egt speaker will be Dr. Bill
Kibler (VP of Student Affairs). Funds raised will be donat
to the Boys and Girls Club, Starkville.

Ramadan: Sept. 13 Oct. 11, 2007

All Muslims around the world fast for thirty days during th
month of Ramadan (the monthwhich the verses of the Holy
Quran were revealed to the prophet Muhammad (PBU
During this month families come together and don
generously to charity for various causes. MSU has over
Muslim students and faculty enrolled or teaching. We wish
of them a very happy Ramadan.

Rosh Hashanah: Sept. 134, 2007
All Jews around the world celebrate Rosh Hashanah ag
Jewish New Year and Day of Judgment, in which God jud
each person individually according to their deeds, and mak
decree for thdollowing year. The holiday is characterized K
the special mitzvah of blowing the shofar.

UMOJA i 2007: Sept. 25 at the Dirill Field

from 6:00 i 8:00 pm. HCDC will be hosting their annual
Umoja program. The word Umoja comes from the Swal
language meang unity. The purpose of this program is f{
bring minority and transfer students together to show wha
MSU has to offer for them.

Hispanic Awareness Month Movie: Sept. 27, 2007
6Vol ver 6: Spanish film by
Sanderson Center coné@ce room from 6:00 8:00 pm. This
event is free and open to everyone.

Know your rights! Discrimination in housing for
international students: Sept. 28, 2007.

Session held at the Swalm Auditorium from 3i08:00 pm.
Presented by Kathleen Gasparian fidavid Ware &
Associates. We encourage all international students to atte
this event. |tdéds free and

Mid -Autumn Festival (Chinese Moon Festival):

Sept 28 at the United Methodist Church CLC room from
6:307 9:30 pm.

The Asso@tion of Chinese Students and Scholars present
their Annual Moon Festival. Traditional moon cake, fruit ang
drinks will be served. This program is free and open to
everyone. Students will be performing dances as well as
singing traditional Chinese songs.

Location: First Methodist Church at 200 West Lampkin Stre

Divya plays the Sitar at UDBHAQ7
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== CoOsta Rica

Costa Rica is a Republic @entral Americabordered byNicaraguao the northPanama
to the soutksoutheast, thPacific Ocearto the west and south, and tBaribbean Set
the east. Costa Rica was the first country in the world to constitutiatalish its army
In 2005, Costa Rica had an estimated population of 4.43 million people. As of 200
majority of Costa Ricans are descendants of white Spanish settlers (3,307,107).
Rica is an active member of thinited Nationsand theOrganization of American States
Costa Rica holds a seat on theerAmerican Court of HumaRightsand on theéJnited
Nations University of Peacnd many other international organizations relatdtutoan
rightsanddemocracy(Wikipedia)

»
I I Mexico

The United Mexican States is a country locatetNarth America It is bounded on the|
north by theUnited Stateson the south and west by thorth Pacific Oceanon the
southeast bysuatemalaBelize, and theCaribbean Seaand on the east by th@ulf of
Mexico. The United Mexican States comprise a constitutional republederation of
thirty-one statesnd a federal districtylexico City, one of the most populousies on
Earth. Covering almost 2 milliosquare kilometerdMexico is the fifthlargest country in
theAmericasby total area and4th largest in the world\ith a population of almost 109
million, it is the 11th most populous countignd the most populouSpaniskspeaking
country in the world. As the onlyfatin American member of theOrganization for
Economic Ceoperation and DevelopmerOECD) since 1994, Mexico igirmly
established as ampper middleincome countryElections held in July 200tharked the
first time that an opposition party won the presidencyh#listitutional Revolutionary
Party (Partido Revolucionario Institucional: PRI), that held it since 1929, culminati
process of political alternation that had begun at the local level since tlgs. 1]
(Wikipedia)

= Nicaragua

Nicaragua is aepresentative democratiepublic and the largest nation@entral
America It is also the least densely populated with a deapgc similar in size to its
smaller neighbors. The country is borderedHmndurado the north and b€osta Rica
to the south. Th@acific Ocearies to thewest of the country, while th@éaribbean Sea
lies to the east. Falling within thiepics Nicaragua sits 11 degrees north of Hugiator
in theNorthern Hemispherét the time of the Spanish conquest, Nicaragua was the
name given to the narrow strip of land between Lake Nicaragua and the Pacific Oce
Chief Nicarao ruled over the land when the first conquerors arrivezltéFm was
eventually applied, by extension, to the Nicarao or Niquirano groups that inhabited
region. The Nicarao tribe migrated to the area from northern regions after the fall of
Teotihuacanon the advice dheir religious leaders. According to tradition, they were {
travel south until they encountered a lake with two volcanoes rising out of the water
and so they stopped when they reacBetktepethe largest frestvater volcait island

in the world. (Wikipedia)

Qatar

Qatar is anemiratein the Middle Eastand Western Asia occupying the small Qatal
Peninsula on the northeastedgastof the largerArabian Peninsulalt is bordered by
Saudi Arabiao the south; otherwise thigersian Gulsurroundghe state Qatar explicitly

usesSunnilaw as the basis of its government, and the vast majority of its citizens fqg
HanbaliMadhhab Hanbalis one of the four schools (Madhhabs) of Figh or religious |
within Sunni Islam (The other three are Hanafi, Maliki and Shafii). Sunni Musl
believe that all four schools have "correct guidance”, and the differences betweer
lie not in the fundameals of faith, but in finer judgements and jurisprudence, which
a result of the independent reasoning of the imams and the scholars who followed
Because their individual methodologies of interpretation and extraction from the pri
sources (udy were different, they came to different judgements on particular mat
Shi'‘ascomprise less than 10% of the Muslim population, the vast majority of tl
foreigners mainly froniran. Most of Qatars Muslim. (Wikipedia)

. Malta

Malta is a small and densely populatésland nation
comprising an archipelago of seven islandsin the
Mediterranean Sed country ofSouthern EuropeMalta lies
south of Sicily, east ofTunisia and north ofLibya. The
country's official languages aMalteseand English Roman

Catholicism is the most practiced religion. The island
constituting the Maltese nation have been ruled by vari
powers and fought over for centuries, most recentlyiieed

Kingdom Malta is a member of th&€ommonwealth of
Nations It has been a member state of tiropean Union
(EU) since 2004 and it is currently the smallest EU countny
both population and area. (Wikipedia)

H Bulgaria

The country of Bulgaria lies iSoutheastern Europ©ne of
the cradles of European civilization, Bulgaria fostered
world's oldest knowrwriting system found engraved on thg
over 6000yearold Gradeshnitsa tablet€urrently preserved
in the VratsaMuseum. Though relatively small in terms ¢
territory and population, Bulgaria's continuous historic
wealth throughout prominent cyclical eras of growth, decl
and medieval renaissance rivals that of the much larger
more populous countries of China, India and Egypt. T
population has been in decline snthe early 1990s and th
current population is over 7.7 million people. This include
large number of residents that live outside of Bulgari
territory. In 2006 Bulgaria attracted 5 million visitors for th
whole year. To date in 2007, Bulgaria hasaatied 4 million
visitors. (Wikipedia)

: Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan is a doubljandlockedcountry in Central Asia
formerly part of theSoviet Union It sharesborders with
Kazakhstanto the west and to the nortiyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan to the east, andfghanistanand Turkmenistanto
the south. Uzbekistan has a wide mix of ethnic groups
cultures, with theUzbek being the majority group. 11995
about 71% of Uzbekistan's population was Uzbigie chief
minority groups wereRussians(8%), Tajiks (officially 5%,
but believed to be much higheRazaks(4%), Tatars(2.5%),
and Karakalpakg2%). It is said however that the number
nonrindigenous people living in Uzbekistan is decreasing
Russians and other minority groups slowly leave and Uzh
return from other parts of the formeBoviet Union
(Wikipedia)

n Vietham

Vietnam is the easternmost nation on lidochinaPeninsula
It is bordered byChinato the noth, Laosto the northwest,
andCambodiao the southwest. On the country's East Coas
lies theSouth China SeadVith apopulationof over 85

million, Vietnam is thel3thmost populous country in the
world. The country is listed among thdéxt Eleveri
economies; according to government figuB&P, growth was
8.17% in 2006, theecond fastegrowth rate among
countries inEast Asiaand the fastest iBoutheast Asia
(Wikipedia)

For suggestions, comments or contributing to the monthly newsletter email Shaz Akram at Sakram@iso.msstate.edu

Format: Jeong Eun Park
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