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Aretha Jones – Cook Associat e Dean  and Director 
I sincerely  hope that you, your families and friends will have a blessed holiday  season. 
I also want to share the many  ways to say  Merry  Christmas from around the world. 
African/ Eritrean/ Tigrinja:  Rehus-Beal-Ledeats, Argentine, Chile, Spanish,  
Portugese: Feliz Navidad, Chinese: (Cantonese) Gun Tso Sun Tan'Gung Haw Sun, 
Chinese: (Mandarin) Kung His Hsin Nien bing Chu Shen Tan,Choctaw: Yukpa, Nitak 
Hollo Chito, Dutch: Vrolijk Kerstfeest en een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar! Ethiopian:   
(Amharic) Melkin Yelidet Beaal, French: Joyeux Noel, German: Froehliche 
Weihnachten, Indonesian: Selamat Hari Natal, Italian:  Buone Feste Natalizie,  
Japanese: Shinnen omedeto. Kurisumasu Omedeto, Korean: Sung Tan Chuk Ha, 
Navajo: Merry  Keshmish, Philipines: Maligayan Pasko! Swedish: God Jul and (Och) 
Ett Gott Ny tt År, Tur kish:  Noeliniz Ve Yeni Yiliniz Kutlu Olsun, Vietnamese: Chung  
Mung Giang Sinh.  I also realize that many  cultures do not celebrate this season. I send 
a universal “Greetings” to each of you who don’t celebrate this season. Stop by  the 
Homes Cultural Diversity  Center to pick up fact sheets on Kwanzaa and Hanukkah  
celebrations. HCDC staff would also like to invite you to a holiday  celebration on 
Friday . Join us in a fun sharing afternoon with food, beverages, door prizes, and games. 
Best wishes to each of you for good health and happiness in the New Year.   
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The third annual international Campus Games were held from November 2nd – 12th 
2006. Games bring students together from all over the world and help promote the 
spirit of the Mississippi State campus community . 
The games featured some 300 participants from 30 countries competing in the 
following sports: soccer, badminton, table tennis, basketball,  tennis, racquetball and 
bench press. The main sports events were the team sport finals. The Cricket final was 
reminiscent of an age old rivalry between the countries of India and Sri Lanka. Both 
teams played passionately  for national pride. This year Sri Lanka walked away  the 
victor. In soccer the African team once again dominated the event with their 
characteristic skill and fast paced sty le of play . In soccer there were ten teams 
participating. Each year soccer gains more popularity  among students.  This year the 
African team had two new star players Shola Gaj i and Ngum Suh who both play  for 
State’s soccer team the Lady  Bulldawgs. The captain of the African team Chike 
Monwuba coordinated the team well by  bringing everyone together.  A.J. Foster from 
Jamaica was named man of the tournament having scored the highest number of goals. 
The other team that really  played well was team Iran. They  gave team Africa quite a 
few curves. They  came in second winning silver. In the medal standings, the continent 
of Asia dominated the top three slots. India dominated the medal standings with 18  
medals, as China came a close second with 14 medals, and Sri Lanka took third with 11  
medals. All players were excited to be part of these games not just for winning but for 
participating and eventually  strengthening cross cultural friendships. During the games, 
the atmosphere was filled with excitement. Players fulfill all their talents in the games, 
loving the sport while feeling the sweat on their bodies. Other students who were not 
play ing were also so excited just watching the games, while the cheer leaders 
encouraged the cheering and shouting, which didn’t stop  till  the game was over. 
Everybody  seemed so lively  and full of life. Written by Haniel Waithaka      
                     

 
 
Cricket is a sport that is played in over 60 countries in the World (most are 
Commonwealth nations). Cricket is also becoming popular in America. The Cricket 
World Cup is going to be held next year in the Caribbean Islands. 
The third edition of International Campus Games (ICG) organized by  Department of 
Recreational Sports and the Holmes Cultural Diversity  Center at Mississippi State 

 

 
Dec. 1 HCDC’s Holiday party 
Dec. 6 Finland - Independence day 
Dec. 10 WNA International Students Christmas Party 
Dec. 11 South Africa - Independence day 
Dec. 12 Kenya - Independence day 
Dec. 13 St. Lucia Day (Sweden) 
Dec. 15 – 23 Hanukkah 
Dec. 16 Kazakhstan - Independence day 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
Dec. 25 Christmas Holiday 
Dec. 26 Slovenia - Independence day 
Dec. 26 – Jan. 1 Kwanzaa 
Dec. 31 New Years Eve 

Kenya                                                                                                                         
The Republic of Kenya is a country  in Eastern Africa. It is bordered by  
Ethiopia to the north, Somalia to the east, Tanzania to the south, 
Uganda to the west, and Sudan to the northwest, with the Indian Ocean 
running along the southeast border (Wikipedia). 

Kazakhstan                                                                                                   
Officially  the Republic of Kazakhstan, is a country  that stretches over 
a vast expanse of northern and central Eurasia. A small portion of its 
territory  west of the Ural River is located in eastern-most Europe. It 
has borders with Russia, the People's Republic of China, and the 
Central Asian countries Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, 
and has a coastline on the Caspian Sea. Kazakhstan was a republic of 
the former Soviet Union and is now a member of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (Wikipedia). 
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provided another opportunity  for American and International students to participate 
together under the umbrella of sports. This year saw three teams from India and one 
team from Sri Lanka participating in the ICG Cricket tournament. This was the second 
time that Americans participated in this tournament. The Sri Lankan team had two 
American players and one player from India. The run up to the games saw all teams 
putting in some heavy-duty  practice sessions. The tournament format was single round 
elimination with a playoff for the bronze medal. India 1 and India 2 met in the first 
game. India 1 led by  Saurabh bowled well to restrict the India 2 team led by  Amit to a 
paltry  total. The India 1 opening pair of Sunil and Nischal successfully  lowered the 
score with plenty  of overs to spare. The second game between Sri Lanka and India 3 
made for an interesting contest. The Sri Lankan’s  batted first and rattled up  a healthy 
score of 81 with a major contribution by  their lone Indian player. India 3 was under 
pressure from the start and faltered faced by  an accurate and stingy bowling attack. 
This upset set up the bronze medal playoff between India 2 and India 3. This time the 
India 3 team was determined to win and they  easily  chased down the score set by  India 
2. The finals saw a non-Indian team make it to the tournament for the first time.  
The Sri Lankan team batted first and was able to post a healthy  total despite some 
good bowling by the inexperienced India 1 bowlers. The India 1 innings got off to a 
steady  start but once the top four batsmen were dismissed, the rest of batsmen 
crumbled under pressure or succumbed to accurate bowling. The Sri Lankans bowled 
out the India 1 team to clinch the ICG Cricket Championship trophy  for the first time. 
The game of cricket is alive and well at MSU with  the MSU Cric ket Club  (MSUCC) 
that was established in October, 2002. MSU recently  won a series at Vanderbilt 
University . This tournament pitted some of the best teams in the South Eastern region 
like Auburn, UT-Knoxville, Vanderbilt and MSU against each other over the course of 
two days. Written by Surya Saha, President MSU Cricket Club. 

 
 
The International Campus Games Closing Ceremony  was held on November 12, 2006 
in the Wise Center Auditorium. At 5:30pm, guests and international students gathered 
together to celebrate the end of the international games. They  shared international 
food that was prepared by  different international student associations. It was easy  to 
find people in different attires representing different countries. There were over 300 
people at the ceremony  walking around and talking to each other. Children were 
happy  to look at the different countries’ flags. The ceremony  started from 6:30pm. 
About twenty  five national anthems were played one after the other. As a Korean 
student, I had the honor of holding the Korean flag and marching through the rainbow 
colored auditorium with other flag holders. Ms. Zheng Yu, a PhD student from China, 
hosted the ceremony  which included performances by  very  talented individuals. When 
the medals were distributed to the winners of the games, students were excited as if 
they  remembered the moment of the victory . I believe that everyone who participated 
in the games was a winner.  Written by Jeong Eun Park.                               

Finland                                                                          
The Republic of Finland (Finnish: Suomi, Suomen tasavalta, Swedish: Republiken 
Finland (help·info)), is one of the Nordic countries. Situated in Northern Europe, it 
shares land borders with Sweden to the west, Russia to the east and Norway  to the 
north while Estonia lies to its south. Finland is bounded by  the Baltic Sea with the 
Gulf of Finland to the south and the Gulf of Bothnia to the west. The Åland Islands, 
off the south-western coast, are an autonomous province of Finland (Wikipedia).  

South Africa                                                           
The Republic of South Africa is a country  located at the southern tip of the African 
continent. It borders the countries of Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, 
and Swaziland. Lesotho is an independent enclave entirely  surrounded by  South 
African territory . South Africa has experienced a significantly  different evolution from 
other nations in Africa as a result of two facts. Firstly , immigration from Europe 
reached levels not experienced in other African communities. Secondly , the strategic 
importance of the Cape Sea Route, as emphasized by  the closure of the Suez Canal 
during the Six Day  War, and mineral wealth made the country  extremely  important to 
Western interests, particularly during the Cold War. As a result of the former, South 
Africa is a very  racially diverse nation. It has the largest population of people of 
Colored (i.e. mixed racial background), whites, and Indian communities in Africa. 
Black South Africans account for slightly  less than 80% of the population. South 
Africa will be the host nation for the 2010 FIFA World Cup. It will be the first time 
the tournament is held in Africa (Wikipedia).                                                                 
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Holmes Cultural Diversity Center’s Holiday Party (Dec.1) 
On Friday  December 1, 2006. From 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
At 27 President’s Circle  
World Neighbors Association Christmas Party (Dec. 10) 
The WNA will have their annual international student Christmas party  on 
Sunday , Dec. 10 at 6:30 pm at 306 South Jackson Street opposite the 
Overt Street Elementary  School. This event free and open to all students. 
Hanukkah  (Dec. 15 – 23)                                                    
Hanukkah is the annual Jewish festival celebrated on eight successive days 
beginning on the 25th day  of Kislev, the third month of the Jewish 
calendar, corresponding, approximately , to December in the Gregorian 
calendar. In 2006, Hanukkah is being celebrated from sundown on Dec. 
15 through sundown on Dec. 23. It is also known as the Festival of Lights, 
Feast of Dedication, and Feast of the Maccabees, Hanukkah 
commemorates the rededication of the Temple of Jerusalem by  Judas 
Maccabee in 165 BC after the Temple had been profaned by  Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes, king of Sy ria and overlord of Palestine. (History Channel) 

   
Christmas (Dec. 25) 
Christmas Day  is an annual Christian and secular holiday  that celebrates 
the birth of Jesus. It is  traditionally  observed on December 25. Eastern 
Orthodox Churches celebrate it on January  7, which corresponds to 
December 25 of the Julian calendar. These dates are merely  traditional; the 
precise chronology  of Jesus' birth and death is still debated. Christmas has 
many aspects, both religious and secular, including the exchange of gifts, 
Santa Claus, decoration and display  of the Christmas tree, and religious 
ceremonies. The popularity  of Christmas can be traced in part to its s tatus 
as a winter festival. Many  cultures have historically celebrated their most 
important holiday  in winter because there is less agricultural work to do at 
this time. Examples of winter festivals that have influenced Christmas 
include the pre-Christian festivals of Yule and Saturnalia. (Wikipedia) 
Kwanzaa (Dec. 26- Jan. 1)  
Kwanzaa is a non-religious African American holiday  which celebrates 
family , community , and culture. It is celebrated for seven days: Dec. 26 – 
Jan. 1. The name Kwanzaa is derived from the phrase “matunda ya 
kwanzaa” which means “first fruits” in Swahili. The kinara is the center of 
the Kwanzaa setting and represents the original stalk from which our 
ancestry  came. (History Channel)                                                           
Sweden 'God Jul! '  (Dec. 13) 
Most people in Scandinavian countries honor St. Lucia (also known as St. 
Lucy ) each year on December 13. The celebration of St. Lucia Day  began 
in Sweden, but had spread to Denmark and Finland by  the mid-19th 
century .  In these countries, the holiday  is considered the beginning of the 
Christmas season and, as such, is sometimes referred to as "little Yule." 
Traditionally , the oldest daughter in each family  rises early  and wakes 
each of her family  members, dressed in a long, white gown with a red 
sash, and wearing a crown made of twigs with nine lighted candles. For 
the day , she is called "Lussi" or "Lussibruden (Lucy  bride)." The family  
then eats breakfast in a room lighted with candles (History.com) 

Slovenia                              
The Republic of Slovenia (Slovenian: Republika Slovenija), is a coastal 
Alpine country  in southern Central Europe bordering Italy  to the west, the 
Adriatic Sea to the southwest, Croatia to the south and east, Hungary  to 
the northeast, and Austria to the north. Throughout Slovenia's history , the 
country  has been part of the Roman Empire, the Duchy of Carantania 
(only  Slovenia's modern northern part), the Holy  Roman Empire, Austria-
Hungary , the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs, the Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes (renamed the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in 1929) 
between the World Wars, and the SFR of Yugoslavia from 1945 until 
gaining independence in 1991. Slovenia is a member of the European 
Union, the Council of Europe, NATO, and has observer status in La 
Francophonie (Wikipedia). 
 


