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_ Aretha Jones-Cook Special Days for the Month
WELCOME BACK! The staff at HCDC sincerely hopesttiiau had a safe and great '

summer. New international students started to amiveampus about a month ago. TH
staff has been very busy coordinating airport gicknd welcoming new students to Auoust 2007
MSU. | would like each of you to become a frienchtoew international student and -
help them in their adjustment to the United Stateba MSU. The staff will be

emailing and contacting all international studeiisua various events throughout the M T w TH F [ g

v

year. | saw many of you at our Global Fuzion ewsemt thank everyone for attending. |t
was a great event. HCDC will be participating inesel other Dawg Daze events 1 P 2 3 . 4 £ ps
throughout August. For additional information abbl@DC and its calendar of events .' i' t'
stop by our office. The staff is looking forwardassisting you in any possible way
they can. We are also planning a cultural trip ®niphis soon. More information 8 7 5 ] 10 11 12
concerning the trip will be forthcoming. We are ¢&diabout you being here and the ."' .“' "“
cultural richness you bring to the campus. Havesatgsemester!!! ' '
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A hot summer passed by leaving MSU Cricke; Club ljnim_be back on the field withi . & . “.. ”‘. 2:". o
a talented team. The MSUCC Dawgs, defending chammibianderbilt tournament- L i’ i'
2006, were ready to reestablish their supremadyisnrégion. The last tournament wgs
exciting all through the league matches ending withenthralling final with MSU 17 . 18 28 3 3l
scoring a one run victory over Vanderbilt. TheemctournameniVANDERBILT .‘ ".
UNIVERSITY CRICKET TROPHY (VUCT) played August 11-12, 200t ® ,

Vanderbilt University in Nashville, hosted six temmith a strong and competitive
University of Alabama at Birmingham team joining theeypous five. Expecting a
strong fight from the Vanderbilt team and tough cotitipe from UAB to clinch the August 1 Benin Independence Day
trophy, MSUCC set out to repeat its winning mangiai They did well in the leagus :

phase to win 3 games out of 4 to top the pointéethiit were finally defeated by August 1 S\,Nltzerland Independence Day
Vanderbilt in the semi-final. University of Knoxid) TN was the eventual winner of | August 3 nge_r Independence Day

the tournament. The next round was to be playededsst Maroon and White Teams gf | August 5 Burkina Faso Independence Day
MSUCC at the Dawg Daze 2007 Cricket Bonanza on A&j. on the Drill field. August 6 Bolivia Independence Day
Maroon and White competed in a friendly match with Maroon Team winning....and .

as another semester unfolds the Cricket Clyigission never ceases..Go MSUCC! August 6 Jamaica Independence Day
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Contributed by Karthikeshwar Vangala August 9 Singapore Independence Day
August 11 Chad Independence Day
"# $%%& August 13 Dawg Daze ice cream social

August 14 Dawg Daze Scavenger Hunt
August 14 Pakistan Independence Day
August 15 Bahrain Independence Day
August 15 India Independence Day

August 15 North Korea Independence Day
Global Fuzion was an amalgamation of internationadif@ mini soccer tournament August 15 South Korea Independence Day
and a fantastically colored stage show. Picturedvalare winners of this year’s socce :

tournament. Team America won the cup, with Team Afeis runner-up. Pictured in August 16 Dawg Daze Global Fuzion

blue t-shirts was Team South America. Six teams ebetpfrom Latin America, August 17 |nd0ne_5ia Independence Day
Middle East, Africa, Iran, China and America. Petragel Phani touch the sky in a August 19 Afghanistan Independence Day
Bollywood Fusion Dance. Also pictured below is Afdcan Student Association in a August 23 Dawg Daze Cricket Bonanza

drumming session, the Ballroom Dance Club in Tandashion show by the Associati

on of Chinese Studengnd Scholars and the Indian Student Associatiah aafai Chi August 24 Ukraine Independence Day
session. August 25 Uruguay Independence Day

August 27 Moldova Independence Day

August 31 Kyrgyzstan Independence Day

August 31 Malaysia Independence Day

August 31 Trinidad and Tobago Independence
Day




Burkina Faso

Burkina Faso is a landlocked nation in West Afriltais surrounded by six countries:
ne

Mali to the north, Niger to the east, Benin to #with east, Togo and Ghana to tl
south, and Céte d'lvoire to the south west. Formaalled the Republic of Upper Volta)

it was renamed on August 4, 1984 by President Thd®aakara to mean "the land gf

upright people" in Moré and Dioula, the major natilanguages of the country.
Literally, "Burkina" may be translated, "men of intiég" from the Moré language, ang

"Faso" means "father's house" in Dioula. Indepeneldnam France came in 1960.

Governmental instability during the 1970s and 198@s followed by multiparty

elections in the early 1990s. Several hundred #hmdifarm workers migrate south

every year to Cote d'lvoire and Ghana in searclpaid labour. The inhabitants o
Burkina Faso are known as Burkinabé or Burkinaékipedia)

Chad

Chad is a landlocked country in central Africaisltisted by Foreign Policy as one df

the world's top 10 failed states. It borders Liltgathe north, Sudan to the east, t
Central African Republic to the south, Cameroon Aligeria to the southwest, an
Niger to the west. Due to its distance from the @ea its largely desert climate, th
country is sometimes referred to as the "Dead H¥akfrica".In the north, it contains
the Tibesti Mountains, the largest mountain chairthie Sahara desert. Chad w:
formerly part of the Federation of French Equatdfaica. (Wikipedia)

Jamaica
Jamaica is an island nation of the Greater Antil) kilometers (150 mi) in length
and as much as 85 kilometers (50 mi) in width sithdtethe Caribbean Sea. It is 63
kilometers (391 mi) east of the Central Americanimaad, 150 kilometers (93 mi
south of Cuba, and 180 kilometers (112 mi) west efishand of Hispaniola, on which

Haiti and the Dominican Republic are situated. Hdigenous Arawakan-speaking

Taino inhabitants named the island Xaymaca, meariiherehe "Land of Springs," or|
the "Land of Wood and Water." Formerly a Spanishspssion known as Santiago,
later became the British West Indies Crown colofyJamaica. It is the third mos

populous anglophone country in the Americas, aftana@a and the United Statep.

(Wikipedia)

India
The Republic of India is a sovereign country in tBoAsia. It is the seventh-larges

country by geographical area, the second most pogutmbuntry, and the most

populous liberal democracy in the world. India haastline of over seven thousar]
kilometres, bounded by the Indian Ocean on thehstlieé Arabian Sea on the west, al
the Bay of Bengal on the east. India borders Pakigh the west; China, Nepal, an
Bhutan to the northeast; and Bangladesh and Myatuorthe east. In the Indian Ocea
India is in the vicinity of Sri Lanka, Maldives amudonesia. Home to the Indus Valle|
civilization and a region of historic trade routesid vast empires, the Indial
subcontinent was identified with its commercial andtural wealth for much of its
long history. Four major world religions, HinduisBuddhism, Jainism and Sikhisn
originated here, while Islam, Christianity, Judaiamd Zoroastrianism arrived in th
first millennium CE and shaped the region's variedjatdture. Gradually annexed b
the British East India Company from the early eighte century and colonised b
Great Britain from the mid-nineteenth century, Indecame a modern nation-state
1947 after a struggle for independence marked byesygread use of nonviolen
resistance as a means of social protest. With tbhddw 4th largest economy ir
purchasing power and the 12th largest by exchaages,r India has made rapi
economic progress in the last decade. Although thentey's standard of living is|
projected to rise sharply in the next half-centutycurrently battles high levels o
poverty, illiteracy, persistent malnutrition, amvéonmental degradation. A pluralistid
multi-lingual, multi-ethnic society, India is aldoome to a diversity of wildlife in a|
variety of protected habitats. (Wikipedia)
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Some amendments from last month are as follows:

I*I Canada Day — July 1

Canada Day is celebrated on 1st July, the offioid¢pendenc
e day of Canada. The day commemorates the founditigeo
Canadian federal government by the British North AcaeAc

t of 1 July, 1867. As the independence day of Cantids day
is observed as a national holiday throughout thentg. Prior

to 1982, Canada Day was known as Dominion Day 3
Confederation Day. The name was changed to CanaglarDg
27 October, 1982 by an act of parliament. This afayational
importance celebrates the union of the British cielerof the
Upper and Lower Canada into a single dominion urtder
name of Canada on 1st July 1867. In the year 20@7
country will celebrate its 140th Canada Day anrsaey. As
an occasion of national significance, Canada Daglsbrated
with great delight and national pride. Canada DestiVities
include parades, firework displays, summer picninsl a
whole host of other fun activities enjoyed by evegnadian
citizen.

I I France — July 14

France is a country with a violent and dramatic dmst
spanning many wars, especially the memorable andirexc
French Revolution. The revolution started with tretional

cry for Equality, Liberty and Fraternity and broaugm

sweeping reforms to France. The storming of the Basti

1789, (the symbol of suppression and atrocitiehefrtilers)
is regarded as the start of the revolution in Feanthe real
revolution for independence. The Bastille Day ikelosated on
the 14th of July to commemorate this day. A specidtome

to all our new French students!

%HQLQ
Benin, officially the Republic of Benin, is a cowmntin
Western Africa, formerly known as Dahomey (until 1985
Dahomania. It borders Togo to the west, Nigeriah® ¢ast
and Burkina Faso and Niger to the north; its shoatstline to
the south leads to the Bight of Benin. Its capitalPorto
Novo, but the seat of government is Cotonou. (Wittige

%ROLYLD

Bolivia, officially the Republic of Bolivia is a tallocked
country in central South America. It is borderedBrgzil on
the north and east, Paraguay and Argentina oncthii,sand
Chile and Peru on the west. (Wikipedia)

—




Pakistan
Pakistan is a country located in South Asia andGheater Middle East. It has a 104
kilometer coastline along the Arabian Sea in thatlscand is bordered by Afghanista
and Iran in the west, India in the east and Chint¢he far northeast. Pakistan is t
sixth most populous country in the world and issheond most populous country wit]
a Muslim majority. Its territory was a part of theegrartitioned British India and has
long history of settlement and civilization includithe Indus Valley Civilization. Most
of it was conquered in the 1st millennium BCE bysiers and Greeks. Later arrival
include the Arabs, Afghans, Turks, Baloch and Mdsigbhe territory was incorporated
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into the British Raj in the nineteenth century. c®irits independence, the country has
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experienced both periods of significant militarydeeconomic growth, and periods g

instability, with the secession of East Pakistaregpnt-day Bangladesh). Pakistan i4 a

declared nuclear weapons state. (Wikipedia)

Singapore
Singapore is an island city-state located at thehson tip of the Malay Peninsula. It
lies 137 kilometers (85 miles) north of the Equasmuth of the Malaysian state g
Johor and north of the Indonesian Riau Island69%.4 kmz, it is the smallest countr
in Southeast Asia. The main island was a fishindpgdl sparsely populated b
indigenous Malays and Orang Lauts when it was dépémhby the British East Indig
Company in 1819. The British utilized its positichatactical trading outpost along tHe
spice route. Occupied by the Japanese Empire dWwodd War I, it reverted to
British rule in 1945 and was later part of the reergshich established Malaysia ifn
1963. Two years later, it was expelled due to idgichl differences with the UMNO|
ruling party. Since gaining independence, Singapaeseen its standard of living rig
dramatically as foreign investment and governmentigahd-wide industrialization
created an modern economy relying heavily on elemspmanufacturing exports angl
entrep6t and financial trade centering around tbenty's strategic location. The
island-state has achieved Asian Tiger status withim decades of intense and open
capitalist industrialization. In terms of GDP papita, Singapore is the 17th wealthiest
country in the world. (Wikipedia)
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Switzerland
Switzerland is a landlocked alpine country in Westeurope. This small multi-lingual
country, of a little over 7.5 million people, hasuf national languages, German,
French, ltalian, and Romans. The country is borddrgdGermany, France, ltaly]
Austria, and Liechtenstein. It dates its indeperdeto 1291; historically it was g
confederation, and it has been a federation si8d8,1with a current division into 24
cantons, six of which are sometimes referred tchaff-tantons", since they have leg
representation in the Council of States. Switzeflaas a strong economy in finang

D »n

and banking, rates highly in international econostimdards despite its small size, and

maintains a long and strong tradition of politicahdamilitary neutrality. This
background allows Switzerland to host various imipnal organizations, such as tl
United Nations, which, though headquartered in Newk City, has many departments
in Switzerland. The safety, security, and sceniaube of the country, for walking,
hiking, and skiing, gives it a strong and robustrigm sector. (Wikipedia)

v

North Korea
The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK)nhmmnly known as North
Korea, is an East Asian country situated on théheon half of the Korean Peninsula.
Its capital is Pyongyang. Its northern border iaretl mostly with China, although 18.
km (11.4 miles) is shared with Russia along the TurRéver, in the far northeas
corner of the country. To the south, it is borddsgdsouth Korea, with which it formed
one nation until the division following World Walr (Wikipedia)

1°)

Bahrain
The Kingdom of Bahrain or Bahrain is a borderlestanid country in the Persian Gu
and is the smallest Arab nation. Saudi Arabia tieghe west and is connected
Bahrain by the King Fahd Causeway (officially opér@ November 25, 1986), an
Qatar is to the south across the Persian Gulf. Qatar—Bahrain Friendship Bridg
currently being planned will link Bahrain to Qater the longest fixed link in the world,
(Wikipedia)
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South Korea
The Republic of Korea, commonly known as South Kareg
the Korea Republic, is an East Asian country onsitiethern
half of the Korean Peninsula. To the north, it sdered by
North Korea (Democratic People's Republic of Koreejh
which it was united until 1945. To the west, acribes Yellow
Sea, lies China and to the southeast, across theakStrait,
lies Japan. Approximately one-half of South Koreg's
population lives in or near the capital Seoul, $keond most
populous metropolitan area in the world. Korea dsadts
founding to 2333 BCE by the legendary Dangun. Sithee
establishment of the modern republic in 1948, SoutineK
struggled with the aftermath of Japanese occupdti®io-
1945), the Korean War (1950-1953), and decades| of
authoritarian  governments, undergoing five  major
constitutional changes. While the government offigia
embraced Western-style democracy from its foundipg,
presidential elections suffered from rampant irregtigs. It
was not until 1987 that direct and fair presiddngi@ctions
were held, largely prompted by popular demonstratiSosith
Korea has been a vibrant multi-party democracy foo tw
decades. The South Korean economy has advancetlyrapi
since the 1950s and is now the 11th largest (nonviakie)
economy in the world. South Korea is also one ofvtdd's
most technologically advanced and digitally-conneécte
countries; it has the third most broadband Interas¢rs
among the OECD countries and is a global leader
electronics, digital displays, shipbuilding, semidoator
devices, and mobile phones. (Wikipedia)

n

Indonesia

Indonesia is a nation of about 17,500 islands intiSdast
Asia, and the world's largest archipelagic statehwa
population of over 200 million, it is the world'surth most
populous country and the most populous Muslim-majori
nation. With a democratically elected parliament and
president, Indonesia is considered the world'sdtié@rgest
democracy (after India and the United States). digital is
Jakarta, and the country shares land borders wifud® New
Guinea, East Timor, and Malaysia and by sea Indangsi
neighbors Singapore, The Philippines and Australia.

The Indonesian archipelago, home of the Spice dslahas
been an important trade destination since at kbastime of
the Srivijaya Kingdom with whom seventh century Gsia
sailors traded. Indonesia is a unitary state ctingisof
numerous distinct ethnic, linguistic, and religiogsoups
spread across its numerous islands that have wayslbeen
united. However, a shared history of colonialismbetllion
against it, a national language, and a Muslim mgjofi
population have helped to define Indonesia as & siad
nation. Indonesia's national motto, "Bhinneka tuhgga"
("Unity in diversity", derived from Old Javaneseflects the
amalgamation of a myriad cultures, languages, andicethn
groups that shape every aspect of the country. tafzc
tensions and separatism, however, have threaten@itago
stability in some regions, leading to violent confations.
(Wikipedia)

Niger
Niger is a landlocked country in Western Africaymed after
the Niger River. It borders Nigeria and Benin te thouth,
Burkina Faso and Mali to the west, Algeria and lalig the
north and Chad to the east. The capital city isniia
(Wikipedia)




Afghanistan
Afghanistan is a landlocked country located in theart of Asia and is variously
designated within Central and/or South Asia as a&lthe Middle East. It has religiou
ethno-linguistic, and geographic links with mostitsfneighbors. It is largely bordere:
by Pakistan in the south and east, Iran in the ,wBstkmenistan, Uzbekistan an
Tajikistan in the north, and the People's Repulfli€hina in the far northeast. The nanj
Afghanistan means the "Land of Afghans".
Afghanistan is a mosaic of ethnic groups, and ascoasls between the East and tl
West. It has been an ancient focal point of trade mnigration. The region has seq
many invaders or conquerors, including the Persiamife, Alexander the Great|
Muslim Arabs, Turkic and Mongol nomads, the Britighiire and the Soviet Union. O
the other hand, native entities had conquered sodiag regions to form empires o
their own. Ahmad Shah Durrani created a large empitbe middle of the eighteentl
century, with its capital at Kandahar. Subsequentiyst of its territories were ceded t
former neighboring countries by the early twentiehtury, due to regional conflicts. O
August 19 1919, following the third Anglo-Afghan mahe country regained full
independence from the United Kingdom over its faneffairs.
Since 1978, Afghanistan has suffered through an stleantinuous and brutal civil wa
which has included foreign interventions in thenfoof the 1979 Soviet invasion o
Afghanistan and the 2001 conflict with the US iniebhthe then ruling Taliban
government was toppled. In December 2001, the UriNetons Security Council
authorized the creation of an International Segukisistance Force (ISAF). This force
composed of NATO troops, has been involved in @sgishe government of Presider]
Hamid Karzai in establishing authority across théomaIn 2005, the United States an
Afghanistan signed a strategic partnership agrees@nmitting both nations to a long
term relationship. In the meantime, about 30 billié® dollars have also been providg
by the international community for the reconstructid the country. (Wikipedia)

Ukraine

Ukraine is a country in Eastern Europe. It bordRussia to the northeast, Belarus to t
north, Poland, Slovakia and Hungary to the westm&wa and Moldova to thg
southwest, and the Black Sea and Sea of Azov tsdheh. The historic city of Kiev|
(Kyiv) is the country's capital. From at least tlretim century, the territory of present-dal
Ukraine was a centre of medieval East Slavic ciaflon forming the state of Kieval
Rus, and for the following several centuries thettey was divided between a numbg
of regional powers. After a brief period of indegence (1917-1921) following the
Russian Revolution of 1917, Ukraine became onéheffounding Soviet Republics i
1922. The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic'sitery was enlarged westward aftg
the Second World War, and again in 1954 with thien€a transfer. In 1945, Ukrainiar
SSR became one of the co-founder members of theedriMations. It becams
independent again after the Soviet Union's collapd®91. (Wikipedia)

Uruguay
Uruguay is a nation located in the southeasterh gfaBouth America. Home to the
million people who inhabit the country, 1.7 milliard in Montevideo. It is bordered b
Brazil to the northeast, the Uruguay River to thestythe estuary of the Rio de la Plg
(literally "River of the Silver", but commonly knowin English as "River Plate") to the
southwest, with Argentina on the other bank of bathd finally the South Atlantic
Ocean to the southeast. It is the second smatldspendent country in South Americ:
larger only than Suriname —it is also larger thaeneh Guiana, which is an overse
department of France. According to Transparencyratenal, it is the second leag
corrupt country in Latin America (after Chile). (Mfiedia)
27 August 1991. Moldova is a parliamentary democrsitly a President as its head g
state and a Prime Minister as its head of governniém.country is a member state
the United Nations, WMO, UNICEF, GUAM, CIS, BSEC damther international
organizations. (Wikipedia)
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Moldova

The Republic of Moldova (Republica Moldova) is

landlocked country in Eastern Europe, located betw
Romania to the west and Ukraine to the north, eabtsauth.
Historically part of the Principality of Moldaviait was

annexed by the Russian Empire in 1812 and reuniti¢al

other Romanian lands in Romania in 1918. After chamg
hands during World War Il and being annexed by Soeiet

Union, it was known as the Moldavian SSR betweetbl#nd

1991, and finally declared its independence on 2igust

1991. Moldova is a parliamentary democracy with esilent
as its head of state and a Prime Minister as itsd hef

government. The country is a member state of theedn
Nations, WMO, UNICEF, GUAM, CIS, BSEC and othd
international organizations. (Wikipedia)

Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyzstan is a country in Central Asia. Landlockadd
mountainous, it borders Kazakhstan to the north,elistan
to the west, Tajikistan to the southwest and thepkés
Republic of China to the southeast. Kyrgyzstan maethe
"Land of Forty Tribes". According to July 2005 estes, the
population was 5,264,000, the large majority (76etcent)
being Muslims. (Wikipedia)

Malaysia

Malaysia is a federation of thirteen states in Beast Asia.
The country consists of two geographical regionsédéd by

the South China Sea. The name "Malaysia" was addpte|
1963 when the Federation of Malaya (Malay: Perseut
Tanah Melayu), Singapore, Sabah and Sarawak forniet g
state federation. Singapore was expelled from theréion

in 1965 and subsequently became an independentrgoy
Although politically dominated by the Malays, mode
Malaysian society is heterogeneous, with substa@tiénese

and Indian minorities. Malaysian politics have beeted for

their allegedly communal nature; the three major carapb
parties of the Barisan Nasional each restrict mesfiyerto

those of one ethnic group. However, the only ma]
intercommunal violence
independence was the May 13 racial riots of 196&t f
occurred in the wake of an election campaign thas

dominated by racial issues. (Wikipedia)

Trinidad and Tobago

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is an archigielstate
in the southern Caribbean, lying northeast of thwut!$
American nation of Venezuela and south of Grenadthén
Lesser Antilles. It also shares maritime boundaneth

Barbados to the northeast and Guyana to the saiithEze
country covers an area of 5,128 square kilometrgx/91sq
mi) and consists of two main islands, Trinidad amdago,
and 21 smaller islands. Originally settled by Ameiand of
South American origin at least 7,000 years agmidad and
Tobago was occupied by Arawakan- and Cariban-spga
peoples at the time of European contact in 1498istoty of

slavery and indentureship has left the country \aitmixture
of African, Indian, mixed-race, European, Middlesian and
Chinese people. All these groups have left an imon the
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the country has seen since
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national culture. (Wikipedia)

Editors: Aretha Jones — Cook and Shaz Akram
Format: Jeong Eun Park & Haniel Waithaka

For suggestions, comments or contributing to the monthly newsletter email Sakram@iso.msstate.edu




